
Hello to all of the parents, students, staff  and
governors out there.

So we’ve had over half the school year together
under the ‘new reign’ at the Sandringham

Federation and my, how the days are long but the
weeks are short! In that time we have been

inspected regarding our Christian distinctiveness
(with tremendous outcomes , may I add),

welcomed new nursery children to Flitcham
Fledglings, held cockroaches and giant snails,

practiced being engineers with the RAF and even
tentatively stepped back into the forest.

Personally, becoming the Executive Deputy
Headteacher of the federation has been a dream
come true; if dreams also some how exhaust you
as well as fulfil you and being an ever changing

source of delight. My son has attended
Sandringham since 2019 and I have taught at

Flitcham for the past 3 years, so it amalgamates
those two words beautifully for me. Previously to
teaching at Flitcham, I had taught in several other

primary schools scattered around the North
Norfolk area but the bulk of my career had been in

secondary education in Wiltshire. Strangely,
however, I trained in Norfolk at the UEA and had

placements in Smithdon and Terrington so I feel a
bit like Ive come full circle.

The Sandringham Federation is a truly special
place, and all those that come to our sites or come
into contact with our children agree with this. We
have children with exceptional understanding of
compassion, service, respect and justice and our

families and staff share these values by modelling
them to the students  and in turn having it
modelled back. Our children sing with wild

abandon in assemblies, care deeply when they see
anyone hurt or upset and rush to be a helping

hand. This can only be because the adults they
have around them exhibit these skills and nurture
their presence when seen in another... why would

you want to work or learn anywhere else?
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Was raised at the most
recent school disco - THANK

YOU

Over £100...
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NEW Sports
Equipment

The PTA have been able to purchase

some wonderful new sports

equipment thanks to the ‘My School

Fund’ Scheme - please see the

poster attached for more details

and how you could help!

Friday 28th March
3.30 pm to 4.30 pm

£4 per child
Please speak to Sarah Haire to

book a place

Easter Craft Workshop
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Dear all, this year we celebrate the 150th
anniversary of the establishment of Flitcham
school. In 1875, as an initiative to provide free

education for workers at Sandringham, Princess
Alexandra founded a school in each of the estate
villages. Most of these schools are now defunct

and, having closed their doors, have been
transformed into housing. The two schools that
comprise the Sandringham Estate Federation of

Church of England Academy Primary Schools
remind us of former Royal patronage and our
close links with the estate. Both schools have
received visits from the Royal family over 150
years, the most recent being the visit of King

Charles to open our new library at Flitcham in
January 2024. As I have written on previous

occasions, the historical context of both schools
makes them unique. 

As we celebrate the school anniversary, it is useful
to remind ourselves of the traditional values of

enterprise, perseverance and compassion which
have constituted the ethos of our schools since

their foundation. Of course, it would be unrealistic
to compare the teaching and learning methods of

the late 19th century with those of the 21st
century, but I believe that the fostering of these

enduring principles is fundamental to a
comprehensive and inclusive education. In that

respect, I am confident that both schools are
committed to this goal.

As I write, the sun is shining on a glorious spring
day; may it continue. Thank you all for your

continued support.
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GROUND FORCE DAY 

Sat 5th April from 10 am

Please come along & help to

spruce up the school grounds

for the summer term (see

poster for more details)

Back by popular demand!
Tickets will be available to buy in
the playground on Fri 21st March.

First draw to be made during
sharing assembly on 24/3

Cake Raffle
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At Christmas, people who meet me and notice that I’m ordained, often
slip into their conversation the phrase, ‘I suppose this is your busiest
time of the year.’ Without being rude, I have to say ‘no, it’s not’. Lent,
Holy Week and Easter is far busier and emotionally more demanding.

It’s true that Christmas is full of Carol Services, but it’s the same happy
story. Whereas, at this time of the year, you experience the run up to

Easter, with all its highs and lows, triumphs and tragedies, as speaking
to the whole of life with its tears and smiles.

I love being a parish priest. I’ve been ordained for 38 years and have
served as a University Chaplain, a Curate, a Vicar (x2), a Bishop’s

Chaplain, and now your Rector. During that time, I have served on
several School Governing Bodies and thoroughly enjoyed being involved

in school life with all its ups and downs. I think what is so unique about
Sandringham and West Newton along with Flitcham schools are the

close, but gentle, ties the school has with the Church generally and with
the Sandringham Group of Churches in particular. The richness of this

relationship has been borne out in the outstanding reports on our
spiritual life and how it shapes our children as they grow into becoming

wonderful adults and good citizens.
As we begin to move towards Easter, you might like to join us in our

Mothering Sunday Parade Service (30th March) in West Newton Church
at 11.00; at our Family Service for Palm Sunday (13th April) in Wolferton

at 09.15 and Mattins in Castle Rising; on our Good Friday (18th April)
Walk from Hillington (starting at 8.15am outside the church) and ending

up at West Newton Village Hall for Hot Cross buns before our Good
Friday service in West Newton Church at 11.00. Finally, Easter arrives

with an evening service on Saturday 19th April in Sandringham Church at
21.00 (bring whistles and bells to welcome Easter); an Easter Family
Service in West Newton church at 09.15 and Easter Communion in

Sandringham Church at 11.00 with an Easter Egg hunt.
As you can see, it’s ‘a busy time of the year’! Why not join us? We’d love

to see you.
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